This is an impressive text that broadly surveys the evidence base for the assessment and management of patients with pain in the orofacial region. The contributors come from disciplines of oral surgery, oral medicine, clinical psychology and neurology, resulting in a comprehensive, multidisciplinary overview of the principles and practice of orofacial pain management.
The layout is carefully planned, and designed to be educative and easy to read. A systematic approach to all topics is encouraged; boxed text indicates objectives of each chapter, practice points, case studies and questions, tabulated key facts and summary points. Notably, references containing clinical studies are rated according to the quality and level of evidence of the material provided. Levels of evidence for suggested clinical management are well documented, with lists of references, recommended further reading and web-based resources: chapter appendices often provide further information.
The early chapters are of interest to all working in field of pain medicine. A superb overview of the principles of evidence-based clinical practice, with clear definitions of levels of evidence and lists of resources for evidence-based medicine, is followed by a succinct chapter on the neurobiology of pain, including orofacial pain. Further chapters cover history and examination, measurement, investigations, diagnostic classification, dental pain, temporomandibular disorders, headache syndromes associated with facial pain, atypical facial pain, trigeminal neuralgia, burning mouth syndrome, and neurological causes of head and face pain. The discussions of the utility of investigations and of the reliability, validity, sensitivity and specificity of pain measurement tools and questionnaires are very pertinent to appropriate resource utilization.
On the down-side, an index of tables would have been useful. The book was published in 2002, and some material is already dated, e.g. statements regarding relative safety of COX 1 and COX 2 inhibitors. In some areas, there was no clear identification of evidence guiding management as coming from data obtained solely from animal studies.
Overall, this book is highly recommended as an addition to the library of any pain unit or anaesthetic department managing patients with acute or chronic orofacial pain, and for individual clinicians with a specific interest in orofacial pain. The purpose of this volume is to provide a comprehensive account of the electrophysiological principles, indications, possible modes of action and practical application of all types of electrical stimulation in pain management. The chapters are monographs solicited from international experts and the repetition by different authors of some topics-particularly pathophysiology and patient assessment -is generally helpful.
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After a lucid and detailed account of the electro-physiological principles of nerve stimulation, the subsequent chapters cover transcutaneous, peripheral nerve, nerve root, spinal cord, motor cortex and deep brain stimulation for conditions ranging from neuropathic pain and CRPS through interstitial cystitis, angina pectoris and peripheral vascular disease to central pain syndromes. The final section includes the editor's own contribution on patient selection and outcome assessment, which is relevant to any pain practice. Each chapter is comprehensively referenced, so this is an excellent reference source, not only for electrical stimulation per se, but also for the conditions discussed. This book would have benefited from firmer editorial intervention. Two otherwise excellent chapters are marred by passages of unnecessarily opaque English and the enthusiastic account of the quackery of previous eras in the chapter on history might raise concerns in more sceptical readers as to the basis of modern practices. It is also irritating to see "µs" sometimes rendered as "ms" and to find that although chapters are cross-referenced by number in the text, chapter numbers are omitted from page headings.
However, on the whole these are minor quibbles: in general the writing is clear, coherent, restrained and responsible. This book is a valuable and probably unique resource for the understanding of neurostimulation and it will be some time before it is superseded.
C Concise rather than brief, this useful book is one of seven titles under the series heading "The Requisites in Anesthesiology", reflecting current North American practice. It is derived from a training program run by the author at the University of Rochester and the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, the author assisted by colleagues mostly from the same institution. It does, however, reflect practice elsewhere and includes reference to controversies familiar to all who anaesthetize children.
The book is divided into major sections covering developmental physiology and pharmacology, a useful section on co-existing disease, preoperative assessment, intraoperative management and postoperative care. Following this are sections on pain management and a comprehensive coverage of paediatric surgical procedures, a topic that usually gets minimal treatment even in larger reference texts. This last section is particularly useful for those unfamiliar with many of the newer surgical approaches and the increasing role of anaesthesia outside the operating theatre.
One potential criticism is the lack of referencing within the text; however such omission is understandable in this context. Instead, there is a list entitled "additional articles to know" at the end of each chapter. These lists could well be expanded to include other landmark papers in future editions as they are by no means comprehensive.
Inevitably in a book such as this, opinions are expressed that reflect the authors' practice and brevity precludes amplification. Despite this, it is sufficiently representative of local mainstream practice to be useful: though many might disagree on matters of detail, the principles remain the same. Trainees familiar with locally available alternative drugs should have no difficulty adapting to some of these differences.
This book manages to fulfill its aim admirably, reflecting a curriculum that grows in depth and complexity each year. Extensive use of case scenarios that are similar to those encountered on a daily basis by anaesthetists everywhere is especially helpful. Though aimed primarily at trainees, it will be useful for anyone wishing to update their knowledge of paediatric anaesthesia, especially those outside the major paediatric centres. It also represents excellent value for anyone preparing educational material. This well written and easily read book is aimed at anaesthetic trainees preparing for their final Fellowship examinations or revision of some sub-specialty anaesthesia. It would also be useful for consultants who want a quick revision for certain cases.
The book is divided into three sections, "General Considerations", "Anaesthetic Management" and
